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It is my pleasure to release Canada’s report to the United Nations on the 
observance of Human Rights Day, December 10, 1993, the 45th anniversary of the 
proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 


The report outlines the activities organized in Canada on that occasion by 
governments, human rights commissions and non-governmental organizations. 


The report is published in Canada as part of the continuing human rights 
educational program of my department. In making it public, | would like to pay tribute 
to all the people who devoted their efforts to mark this important anniversary. At the 
same time, | would like to invite all Canadians to renew their commitment to the 
advancement of human rights in Canada and throughout the world. 


Michel Dupuy 
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INTRODUCTION 


he Resolution 423(V), adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations, invites all 
states and interested organizations to celebrate the proclamation of the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights (December 10, 1948) by observing December 10 of each year as Human 
Rights Day. 


2 This report provides brief accounts of activities conducted in Canada to celebrate 
Human Rights Day in 1993, the 45th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. It was prepared in co-operation with provincial and territorial governments, federal 
departments and agencies, and interested non-governmental organizations (NGOs). 


35 Each year, in Canada, activities to mark the anniversary are held by governments, 
human rights agencies, municipalities, schools and community groups, with coverage by the 
media. In 1993, highlights included proclamations of Human Rights Day by governments 
and municipalities, special ceremonies to mark the Day, awarding of human rights prizes, 
conferences, special citizenship ceremonies and candlelight vigils. Many Human Rights Day 
events used the occasion to focus on the 1993 International Year of the World’s Indigenous 
People and to promote the 1994 International Year of the Family. 


I NATIONAL ACTIVITIES 


A Federal government activities 


4. The Deputy Minister of the Department of Canadian Heritage (the lead ministry for 
human rights) wrote to his colleagues in all departments of the federal government, as well 
as to his employees, to reinforce the significance of December 10, 1993, as the 45th 
anniversary of the proclamation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and to invite 
participation in Human Rights Day events. He reminded employees that the Department of 
Canadian Heritage promotes the principles of the Declaration through its programs relating to 
human rights, multiculturalism, information sharing through the media and community 
participation. 


SR On December 10, an exhibit was displayed in the foyer of the Department of Canadian 
Heritage headquarters, and human rights materials were distributed. The exhibit promoted 
the 1994 International Year of the Family and commemorated the closing of the International 
Year of the World’s Indigenous People, as well as having an ongoing video presentation of 
Amnesty International’s animated film, entitled "Universal Declaration of Human Rights". 


6. The Department also chose December 10 to launch a manual for institutional change 
entitled Toward Full Inclusion — Gaining the Diversity Advantage, with over 200 invited 
guests present from government as well as non-governmental institutions. This practical 
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guide to planning and carrying out change in Canadian institutions assists them in responding 
to the challenge and opportunity presented by diversity. Our diversity encompasses among 
others, women, Aboriginal people, persons with disabilities, visible and ethnocultural 
minorities, old and young people. Toward Full Inclusion is a step-by-step process, which 
provides tools and case studies to help institutions respond to and reflect diversity in the 
mission, workforce and business of the institution. 


"A On December 10, the Minister for Citizenship and Immigration attended a special 
ceremony at the Ottawa Court of Canadian Citizenship, where 66 new Canadians — 30 of 
whom were refugees — received certificates of Canadian citizenship. Special citizenship 
ceremonies held across the country helped to raise awareness of human rights. 


8. The Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development held special activities at 
its headquarters on December 10 to mark the closing of the International Year of the World’s 
Indigenous People and to signal the launching of the International Year of the Family. This 
event was attended by employees from other government departments as well. The Deputy 
Minister acknowledged the collective effort made to address Aboriginal issues during the 
International Year of the World’s Indigenous People and to create a better understanding 
among all Canadians that will last long after 1993. 


9, The special activities at the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 
began at 6:00 a.m. with a sunrise ceremony in the Kumik. Later in the day, opening 
remarks were made by the Associate Deputy Minister. The audience was entertained by the 
Big Stone drum group and dancers; the Epona’Kwae singers, who presented a mix of 
Celtic/Aboriginal and Métis melodies; Jacinto Angnaya, an Ecuadorian flutist; and a grand 
potluck feast. A number of exhibits were on display, including The Sami People display, a 
Treaty exhibit held in the Indian Art Gallery, and a photo display which highlighted some of 
the International Year activities involving the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 
Development, other federal departments, Aboriginal people and other groups from across 
Canada. Also, Aboriginal arts and crafts were on sale. Adding to the celebration was the 
first anniversary of the construction of the Kumik in its new location. The Kumik is a place 
where Aboriginals and non-Aboriginals, staff as well as people outside the Department, can 
go to listen to Elders and share ideas and views. 


10. In her opening prayer, Elder Ann Jock said "Today is a new day. In the east, the sun 
rises to give us light so we can see one another as human beings; to give us light so we can 
see one another in a good way ... a peaceful way". The words of her prayer were most 
fitting for this Human Rights Day. Her words were very much the focus of the International 
Year. The theme — Indigenous People: A New Partnership — attempted to address the 
issues of human rights, the environment, development, education and health in Aboriginal 
communities. 


11. Regional Offices of the Department marked Human Rights Day and the closing of the 
Year in their own respective way. These events included speeches, Aboriginal exhibits, 
Singers, dancers and the distribution of materials. 
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12. The Canadian Human Rights Commission marked the 45th anniversary of the 
Declaration by participating in several activities that were organized locally across the 
country. In Ottawa, the Commission presented an exhibit of poster-size reproductions of a 
stamp series issued by the United Nations Postal Administration between 1989 and 1993. 
Each of the 30 stamps cites an article from the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and is 
paired with an art work by a world-renowned artist. The exhibit was held at the National 
Arts Centre from December 10 to 31. 


13. In the Canadian Human Rights Commission’s regional offices, commissioners and staff 
also organized and participated in numerous activities. The Atlantic office hosted a reception 
for members of the Halifax community. In Montréal, a seminar on the Canadian Human 
Rights Act was given to the Montréal branch of the National Association of Canadians of 
Origin in India. In the Ontario region, on December 2, the Commission, the Dean of 
Student Affairs and the Race Relations Co-ordinator for Brock University, held a forum for 
faculty members and students entitled "Racism — a Human Rights Perspective". On 
December 9, the Commission, the Anti-Racism and Discrimination Alliance of Grey-Bruce, 
and Saugeen and Cape Croaker Reserves held a forum on racism and human rights in Owen 
Sound. The entire program was taped for re-broadcast on McLean-Hunter Cable Television. 
On December 10, the Commission participated in a human rights forum organized by the 
Immigration and Refugee Board. In the Manitoba region, the acting Regional Director was a 
panelist in a workshop entitled "What Human Rights Laws Can and Cannot Do". In 
Edmonton, Alberta, the Commission held an open reception at Canada Place. 


14. On Human Rights Day, Canada’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations in 
New York delivered a speech at the General Assembly in which she underscored the 
responsibility of the international community to promote and protect human rights. 


15. The Canadian International Development Agency (CIDA) held a joint CIDA/NGO 
Information Fair in the lobby of its headquarters, with displays from eight development and 
human rights NGOs, and CIDA’s Asia Branch. The displays highlighted human rights 
programming initiatives and provided information to CIDA staff. At the same time, a human 
rights quiz with questions on development issues and situations was featured. 


16. CIDA also sponsored video presentations and panel discussions in Toronto and 
Vancouver with Project Accompaniment, a volunteer organization that accompanies returning 
refugees and provides support to them in dealing with threats of violence and violations of 
their human rights. The presentations included showings of Where the People Lead, a video 
co-produced by CIDA, which examines the return of refugees to Guatemala. 


ie Other national activities 


17. The International Centre for Human Rights and Democratic Development, based in 
Montréal, presented its 1993 International Freedom Award to La Plate-forme des organismes 
haitiens de défense des droits humains in a ceremony at its offices on Human Rights Day. 
The Award, in the form of a commemorative medal, a certificate of honour and a cheque for 
$30,000, was received by Mr. Jean-Claude Jean, Secretary-General of the organization. The 
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annual Award seeks to acknowledge an exemplary contribution made by an individual or a 
non-governmental organization to the defence and promotion of human rights and democratic 
development in a developing country or region. La Plate-forme is a coalition of nine 
organizations working for the defence of human rights and the return to democracy in Haiti. 
It was pre-selected by an international jury of well-known human rights advocates. 


18. The United Nations Association of Canada collaborated with the International Centre 
for Human Rights and Democratic Development in organizing a tour in Canada for Mr. Jean 
and another member of the Plate-forme, Mr. Jean-Claude Icart. The tour included 
engagements in Charlottetown, Montréal, Sherbrooke, Ottawa, Toronto and Winnipeg. 
Details of these activities are provided in other parts of this report. In the national capital, 
Ottawa, they met with Canada’s Foreign Affairs Minister as well as with government 
officials and NGOs, and attended a public meeting held at the Parliament Building. 


19. For the fourth year in a row, Christian Action for the Abolition of Torture 
(ACAT—Canada) marked the anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
through a four-part public awareness campaign, which wound up on December 10. 


il ACAT organized a postcard campaign in support of street children in Brazil, in 
particular those in Rio de Janeiro, who constantly face police repression, torture and 
"death squad" violence. This year, 26,000 postcards were distributed. 


22 ACAT encouraged parishes to organize an event to mark the anniversary. It invited 
all Christians to light a "Candle of Hope" on the night of December 10 to call for a 
world without violence; 3,500 candles were lighted. 


8e ACAT held an hour-long round table at Complexe Desjardins in Montréal on the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child; this event was carried live by radio station 
CINQ FM 102.3. 


4. ACAT staged a 45-minute noon-hour performance at Complexe Desjardins, featuring 
songs, magic shows and simulations. 


Some 550 members were invited to participate in these activities, in addition to dioceses, 
schools and non-governmental organizations. The media were also contacted. 


20. The Public Service Alliance of Canada, in the November 19, 1993 issue of the 
newsletter Union Update drew members’ attention to the 45th Anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights and to December 10 as Human Rights Day. The article 
recalled that, forty-five years ago, in the wake of the Second World War, governments had 
recognized the need for fundamental standards of human rights to guarantee freedom from 
fear and want. The Alliance underlined its commitment to the establishment and 
maintenance of human rights in the union, workplaces and society. 
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If ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE PROVINCES” 


1. NEWFOUNDLAND 


21. The Newfoundland Minister Responsible for Human Rights read a statement in the 
House of Assembly marking the 45th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights. A proclamation noting the significance of human rights, signed by the Minister, was 
distributed and released to the media. 


22. At a meeting which took place on December 9 and 10 in St. John’s, the Newfoundland 
Human Rights Commission discussed human rights issues with the Minister and discussed the 
rights of the elderly with Dr. Blossom Wigdor, psychologist and former chair of the National 
Advisory Committee on Aging. 


23. The Commission issued a news release to the print and broadcast media throughout the 
province to promote Human Rights Day and sponsored a human rights debate for high school 
students. 


24. Outgoing government mail was stamped with the United Nations logo, and a display 
booth of human rights information was set up at Confederation Building during the week of 
December 6-10, 1993. 


25. A message, noting Human Rights Day, was placed on all government cheques during 
the pay period of November 30, 1993, and the government encouraged the Newfoundland 
Power Company to include a message in its company newsletter. 


26. The Newfoundland/Labrador Human Rights Association sponsored a public forum 
entitled "Seeking Adequate Human Rights Protection for Seniors" at which the guest speaker 
was Dr. Blossom Wigdor. Dr. Wigdor also addressed a forum of invited guests within 
government, on December 10, on "Present Trends in Seniors Care", which was co-sponsored 
by the Newfoundland Human Rights Commission and the Newfoundland/Labrador Human 
Rights Association. Ms. Wigdor was also interviewed on the CBC Morning Show about 
human rights and elderly people living in long-term care institutions. 


27. In Gander, the local radio station interviewed an officer of the Human Rights 
Commission on the subject of Human Rights Day. 


28. Sixteen new Canadians were sworn in at a special ceremony held at City Hall in 

St. John’s to commemorate Human Rights Day. The Executive Director of the 
Newfoundland-Labrador Human Rights Association addressed the new citizens and their 
guests on the role of human rights standards and, in particular, on the Canadian Charter of 
Rights and Freedoms. 
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29. The Bank of Nova Scotia mounted a display in the lobby of its downtown St. John’s 
branch to mark Human Rights Day. Human rights pamphlets, brochures and posters were 
made available to its customers. 


2. PRINCE EDWARD ISLAND 


30. The Minister Responsible for Human Rights signed a declaration proclaiming Human 
Rights Day in the province, and this was widely publicized. 


31. In Montague, the Executive Director of the Prince Edward Island Human Rights 
Commission spoke about human rights to a local group of AWARE, an organization that 
provides assistance to those who seek to re-enter the workforce. 


32. The provincial United Nations Association hosted a public event, which was addressed 
by the Secretary-General of La Plate-forme des organismes haitiens de défense des droits 
humains. 


3. NOVA SCOTIA 


33. On December 10, the Minister in charge of the administration of the Human Rights 
Act raised the United Nations flag outside the Province House in Halifax. This was followed 
by the Nova Scotia Human Rights Commission’s annual Human Rights Day ceremony in the 
Red Room of the Province House, which was well attended by community representatives, 
politicians, educators, students and officials of the three levels of government. The Minister 
read the province’s Human Rights Day Proclamation, which was signed by the Premier. He 
spoke about the significance of the day and urged all present to actively promote the 
principles of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights as well as the province’s human 
rights legislation. The Minister presented Certificates of Appreciation to 27 individuals (or 
their representatives) for their support and assistance to the Commission’s human rights 
public education programs. 


34. During the ceremony, the significance of the International Year of the World’s 
Indigenous People was noted in an address by Ms. Cathy Martin, a Mi’kmaq film producer 
and artist, who was the host of a series of interviews featuring 12 prominent Aboriginal 
people that were broadcast in November and December 1993 and co-produced by the Nova 
Scotia Human Rights Commission and Halifax Cable Channel 10. 


35. New Canadians were presented with citizenship certificates at a special ceremony held 
as part of the Human Rights Day celebrations. They were each provided with a copy of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
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36. At the ceremony, students from Harrietsfield Elementary School made a presentation, 
using posters and essays, on the Convention on the Rights of the Child, and they contributed 
a song about Martin Luther King, Jr. 


37. The Digby Regional Human Rights Office hosted an Open House on December 10, 
and school boards in that region were invited to undertake projects to recognize Human 
Rights Day. 


38. The Sydney Regional Human Rights Office hosted the annual Tom Miller Human 
Rights Award banquet. The Award winner of 1993 was community activist Lem Skeete. 


39. The City of Halifax and the City of Sydney proclaimed December 10 as Human Rights 
Day. The City of Halifax invited people of all races and cultures to apply to be members of 
the city’s boards and commissions, thus increasing minorities’ access to the City’s decision- 
making process. 


40. To promote Human Rights Day, the Human Rights Commission had issued a press 
release to the media. An article on the subject was published in the Nova Scotia Power 
Corporation’s December issue of its newsletter Powergram. 


41. The District Office of the Department of Canadian Heritage mounted a human rights 
display for public viewing. 


4. NEW BRUNSWICK 


42. Press releases were issued by the Premier, by the Minister of Advanced Education and 
Labour and Minister Responsible for the New Brunswick Human Rights Commission, and by 
the Chairman of the New Brunswick Human Rights Commission. 


43. The fifth annual Human Rights Award was presented to Mr. Richard Blaquiére, an 
energetic and creative teacher, who has promoted human rights and responsibilities through 
his teaching at Woodstock High School and extracurricular activities. The Human Rights 
Award recognizes outstanding effort, achievement or leadership in promoting human rights in 
New Brunswick. Woodstock High School has been named as an international school by the 
Global Studies Institute. 


44. The Mayor of the Town of Woodstock marked Human Rights Day by issuing a 
proclamation. 


45. The Faculty of Law at the University of New Brunswick used the 45th Anniversary of 
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights to announce the establishment of the Gordon 
Fairweather Human Rights Fund. Mr. Fairweather, a native of New Brunswick, is a former 
Member of Parliament, and a life-long human rights advocate, as well as a former Chairman 
of the Government of Canada’s Immigration and Refugee Board, and a former Chief 
Commissioner of the Canadian Human Rights Commission. 


5. QUÉBEC 


46. To mark the 45th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the 
Université du Québec à Montréal, the Québec Commission des droits de la personne and the 
Société québécoise de droit international organized a one-day symposium on the current 
impact of the Declaration. With presentations by Québec experts and a visiting professor, 
the symposium dealt in depth with a number of themes, including the limits of humanitarian 
intervention in intra-state conflicts, women’s rights, and current issues regarding the 
recognition and exercise of human rights and freedoms in Québec. 


47. It has become a tradition for the human rights commission to observe Human Rights 
Day by presenting the Prix Droits et Libertés [Rights and Freedoms Prize]. This honour, 
which recognizes outstanding commitment to or achievement in promoting and defending 
rights and freedoms, was awarded this year to the management, staff and volunteers of the 
Résidence Yvon-Brunet, and posthumously to Simone Monet-Chartrand. 


48. The Résidence Yvon-Brunet, a public residence for 191 incapacitated seniors, has 
distinguished itself by an approach to care founded on a "Charter of Seniors’ Rights and 
Freedoms". In the case of Madame Monet-Chartrand, the honour was in recognition of her 
work, during nearly five decades, for the promotion, exercise and respect for the 
fundamental rights and freedoms of all human beings. The members of the jury cited her 
efforts on behalf of the Civil Liberties Union and the Fédération des femmes du Québec, 
and, in a more general sense, her work for peace. 


49. Led by the Comité de vigilance et d’action pour l’harmonisation des relations 
interculturelles en Estrie, the city of Sherbrooke celebrated the 45th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights on December 10, 1993. Over 60 people representing 
ethnocultural groups, educational organizations, health and social services organizations, 
organized labour and international development agencies gathered at Sherbrooke City Hall to 
demonstrate their solidarity with the international human rights movement. The flag of the 
United Nations, a symbol of peace and human rights, was presented to the Mayor of 
Sherbrooke. 


50. On December 11, 1993, three volunteer organizations in Sherbrooke — the Estrie 
chapter of the Civil Liberties Union, the Carrefour de solidarité internationale Estrie and the 
Estrie chapter of the United Nations Association in Canada — joined forces to organize, in 
connection with Human Rights Day, a public meeting on the situation in Haiti with 
Jean-Claude Jean, Secretary-General of the Plate-forme des organismes haitiens de défense 
des droits humains. 


51. On December 10, two Amnesty International groups in Montréal set up a booth in the 
Faubourg Sainte-Catherine commercial centre. Professor John P. Humphrey, one of the 
authors of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, and Elobaid Ahmed Elobaid, founder 
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of the Sudanese branch of Amnesty International, were guest speakers. Afterwards, visitors 
were invited to sign letters supporting Amnesty’s current campaign on "disappearances" and 
political assassinations. 


6. ONTARIO 


52. The Employment Equity Act received third reading in the Ontario Legislature on 
December 9, 1993; it came into effect on September 1, 1994. In announcing the new 
legislation, the Minister of Citizenship stated that "Economic growth and prosperity must 
develop at the same time that we create a fairer and better society. They are complementary 
goals. The two are, and must be, interdependent." 


53. The Minister stated that employment equity can help Ontario to achieve its goal of 
economic growth by serving as a tool to help the province make the best use of its most 
valuable resource — its human resources. 


54. On December 13, 1993, the Minister hosted a reception to celebrate Human Rights 
Day and the third reading of the Employment Equity Act. Approximately 300 community 
leaders and government officials attended the event. 


55. The four designated groups for employment equity are Aboriginal people, persons with 
disabilities, members of racial minorities and women. The Employment Equity Act is 
implemented by the Employment Equity Tribunal and the Employment Equity Commission, 
which provide assistance and information on what employers are required to do to comply 
with the Act and where they can get technical help. 


56. A primary aspect of the Employment Equity Act is the provision for joint responsibility 
between employers and unions. Employers and employees represented by bargaining agents 
in unionized workforces are required to work together to decide how the employment equity 
program will be implemented. Designated groups that are part of the workforce will be 
consulted. Employers and bargaining agents will be able to design employment equity plans 
that respond to the realities of the specific employer and of the community in which it does 
business. 


57. The Chief Commissioner of the Ontario Human Rights Commission sent letters and 
prototype proclamations to municipal leaders throughout the province, urging them to grant 
appropriate recognition to, and to proclaim December 10 as Human Rights Day and 
December 6 to 12 as Human Rights Week. Many municipalities, schools, businesses, unions 
and other institutions responded by commemorating these events. 


58. The Chief Commissioner sent similar letters to all members of the Legislative 
Assembly, attaching information on the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, for inclusion 
in their constituency newsletter and asking that they join their constituents in celebrating 
human rights activities. 
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59. Human rights commissioners were invited to address swearing-in ceremonies of new 
Canadians during Human Rights Week at Courts of Canadian Citizenship throughout the 
province. 


60. Press releases were distributed to all Ontario media, informing them of the 
significance of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, of Human Rights Day, and of the 
Ontario Human Rights Commission’s activities taking place province-wide in recognition of 
Human Rights Week. The media were urged to give coverage to local events during this 
period. 


61. The Commission’s regional offices participated in Human Rights Week activities, on a 
municipal level and/or community conference basis. For example, the Northern Region 
office co-hosted its second annual "Human Rights in Ontario" conference with the Sudbury 
Multicultural/Folk Arts Association. This year’s theme was "The Hate Movement", which 
focused on hate groups and hate-motivated crimes in Ontario. 


62. The Chief Commissioner submitted an article to seven major print-media sources in 
the province. The article spoke of the historical human rights context in which the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights was forged 45 years ago, juxtaposed with the state of human 
rights in society today. It mentioned current jurisprudence, which pushed the traditional 
definition of discrimination beyond simple acts into recognizing systems that exclude certain 
individuals and groups from full participation in society. It also exhorted readers to work 
towards a society where the human rights of each person are respected. 


63. The Chief Commissioner also delivered the Human Rights Day keynote address to a 
conference of municipal councillors and staff of the City of Toronto. 


64. The December and January issues of The RIGHTStuff, the Commission’s internal 
newsletter, recognized Human Rights Day with articles written by staff and commissioners. 


65. In Toronto, the United Nations Association organized meetings at which 

Mr. Jean-Claude Jean and Mr. Jean-Claude Icart of La Plate-forme des organismes haitiens 
de défense des droits humains met with non-governmental organizations at the Canadian 
Council of Churches and with members of Toronto’s Haitian community. They also were 
interviewed by America’s Update, a publication of the Jesuit Centre and the Latin America 
Working Group. 


7. MANITOBA 


66. The Manitoba Human Rights Commission drew the attention of all municipal 
governments in Manitoba to Human Rights Day. Twenty-one municipal governments 
declared December 10 as Human Rights Day and were involved in various activities to 
recognize the day in their communities. 
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67. The Community Legal Education Association, in collaboration with organizations that 
promote human rights in Manitoba, held a conference entitled "Aboriginal Peoples: The 
Untapped Workforce". Over 200 individuals, representatives from organizations that 
promote human rights, employers, schools and private citizens, were in attendance. 
Following the keynote address by the Honourable Judge Murray Sinclair, Associate Chief 
Judge and co-author of the Report of the Aboriginal Justice Inquiry of Manitoba, participants 
attended concurrent sessions regarding employment issues for urban Aboriginal people. 


68. A Candle Lighting Ceremony was conducted by the Manitoba Human Rights 
Commission as a part of the opening events for the conference. At the conference, the 
Community Legal Education Association presented its Human Rights Achievement Awards in 
recognition of the contribution of two individuals in the promotion of human rights 
principles. Barbara Bruce and Don Marks were presented with the Awards. 


69. The Manitoba Human Rights Commission, with the Winnipeg Press Club and the 
Community Legal Education Association, presented the Seventh Annual Human Rights 
Journalism Awards for excellence in the reporting of human rights issues in print, radio and 
television. The Awards were: 


Major Awards 


Print — Large circulation: awarded to Ruth Teichroeb (Winnipeg Free Press) for her 
series of articles about the conduct of a provincial judge and the operation of Manitoba’s 
Judicial Council. 


Print — Small circulation: awarded to Donne Flanagan (/nner City Voice) for his series of 
articles that addressed a number of human rights issues. 


Radio: awarded to Jim Rae (CBC Information Radio) for his work concerning growing up 
gay or lesbian in a rural community or small urban centre. 


Television: awarded to Tom Jackson (CKND Television) for his work: "First Nations 
Special Edition". 


Honourable Mentions 


Print — Small circulation: awarded to Bonnie Thiessen (Virden Empire Advance) for her 
article Aaron is a friend of mine. 


Television: awarded to Sandi Coleman (CBC Television) for her work concerning the 
Pukatawagan Justice Committee. 


70. Various schools in Manitoba recognized the day by participating in a number of 
different activities to raise student awareness. 
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71. The United Nations Association (Winnipeg Branch) hosted a one-day seminar at the 
University of Winnipeg in which approximately 250 high school students attended workshops 
on promoting human rights principles. This Youth Seminar is an annual event to focus the 
attention of young people on human rights issues and to provide a forum for discussion. 


72. On December 16, as part of his cross-Canada speaking tour, Mr. Jean-Claude Jean, 
Secretary-General of La Plate-forme des organismes haïtiens de défense des droits humains, 
spoke to over 30 people at a luncheon held at the Manitoba Legislature in Winnipeg, and 
later spoke to students at a local French-language high school. 


8. SASKATCHEWAN 


73. At the request of the Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission, the Saskatchewan 
Minister of Justice declared December 10, 1993, to be Human Rights Day in Saskatchewan. 
He urged all people in Saskatchewan to mark that day. The cities of Saskatoon and Regina 
made similar declarations. 


74. The Saskatchewan Human Rights Commission submitted an editorial to all daily and 
weekly newspapers in the province for publication in early December. The editorial, 
intended to mark Human Rights Day, was on the subject of racism in Saskatchewan, with a 
special focus on racism faced by Saskatchewan’s Aboriginal peoples. 


75. The regional office of the Department of Canadian Heritage, in partnership with the 
City of Regina and the Multicultural Council of Saskatchewan, held a commemorative 
ceremony at Regina’s City Hall on December 10. The Mayor of Regina brought greetings to 
the meeting. The key address was given by Keith Philander, member of the African 
National Congress and Director of the Social Action Section of Regina’s Archdiocese. The 
Department of Canadian Heritage had mounted a display in City Hall for the preceding 

week; City Hall had issued a press release inviting the media to the event; and the 
Multicultural Council had produced a poster announcing the event. 


76. To mark Human Rights Day, a Regina publication, The Prairie Dog, in association 
with the Saskatchewan Coalition Against Racism, produced a special edition of the 
newspaper entitled The Many Fights for Human Rights. The newspaper featured articles on 
poverty, racism, children’s rights, political prisoners in the Third World, women’s rights, 
gay and lesbian issues, and white supremacist and neo-nazi organizations. 


77. The Saskatoon and Regina chapters of Amnesty International held their traditional 
candle light vigils in conjunction with the United Nations Association. 
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9. ALBERTA 


78. In Calgary, the Alberta Human Rights Commission, in partnership with the Committee 
on Race Relations and Cross-Cultural Understanding, and the Calgary Aboriginal Awareness 
Society, sponsored a celebration of Human Rights Day on the evening of December 10. 
Approximately 250 people attended the event, held at City Hall at the invitation of the 
Mayor, who proclaimed Human Rights Day in Calgary on that occasion. Each year, the 
Commission alternates holding its large celebration between Calgary and Edmonton. 


79. In keeping with the tradition of past Human Rights Day ceremonies, personal 
affirmations were made by ten local organizations, which publicly declared their support for 
human rights by reading one of the articles of the Universal Declaration. This was followed 
by the sharing of bread, water and salt, the symbolic sustainers of life. During the 
ceremony, various awards were distributed, and there was a performance by the Cross 
Cultural Children’s Centre Choir. 


80. In honour of the United Nations International Year of the World’s Indigenous People, 
the Alberta Human Rights Award was presented to Doreen Spence of Calgary, to recognize 
her many years of volunteer work for the Aboriginal community. An active supporter of 
human rights, she has dedicated countless hours to numerous boards and agencies associated 
with the Aboriginal community in the greater Calgary area. Mrs. Spence is the seventh 
recipient of this annual award presented by the Alberta Human Rights Commission. 


81. The 1993 Suzanne Mah Award, given to a member of the legal profession who best 
exemplifies human rights principles and ideals in the practice or teaching of law, was 
awarded to lawyers Bryan Ede of Calgary and Sharon Venne of Edmonton. Ms. Venne has 
been a strong advocate for Aboriginal rights and has dealt with several human rights cases 
relating to Indigenous people. Mr. Ede has been active in civil liberties and human rights 
cases and is past president of the Alberta Civil Liberties Association. 


82. Citizens Against Racial and Religious Discrimination presented an award to Grade 5 
student, Amy Chan, for the poster she designed on the theme "Discrimination Hurts — 
Spread the Word". The City of Calgary Workforce Advisory Committee presented its 
annual Employment Equity Award to Calgary Police Services, with an honourable mention to 
Calgary Parks and Recreation Department. 


83. Also in Calgary, the Alberta Civil Liberties Research Centre organized a special event 
at its offices in the afternoon of December 10 to celebrate Human Rights Day. 


84. In Edmonton, a noon-hour commemoration was organized on December 10 by the 

Ad Hoc Committee on Human Rights, which consists of the federal Department of Canadian 
Heritage, the Canadian Human Rights Commission, Public Works, the Alberta Human 
Rights Commission, the Edmonton Social Planning Council, the Indo-Canadian Women’s 
Association and the Human Rights Office of the University of Alberta. 
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85. This special event took place in the main hall at Canada Place and included a keynote 
address by the former President of the Women of the Métis Nation, who spoke on the 
International Year of the World’s Indigenous People; a proclamation of Human Rights Day 
by the Mayor; and presentations on human rights issues by a commissioner of the Canadian 
Human Rights Commission and the Chief Commissioner of the Alberta Human Rights 
Commission. The event also included community affirmations to the principles of the 
Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the traditional bread-breaking ceremony. 
Students of St. Michael’s School Choir provided entertainment. 


86. The University of Alberta in Edmonton, in co-operation with the United Nations 
Association, held a noon-hour ceremony in the Students’ Union Building, which focused on 
the accomplishment of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the fragility of human 
rights 45 years after its adoption. Students explored these themes through interactive drama 
and music. 


87. Also in Edmonton, the Mill Woods Schools Ad Hoc Committee organized a one-day 
youth conference for Human Rights Day. The conference’s theme was "Transmission of 
Values" and was in support of the International Year of the Family. Staff and students from 
J. Percy Page High School, Holy Trinity High School, W.P. Wagner High School, T.D. 
Baker Junior High School, Kate Chegwin Junior High School and Ellerslie Junior High 
School were directly involved in the planning sessions and actively participated in the 
conference. Local members of the Legislative Assembly and the Chief Commissioner of the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission attended the conference, which attracted nearly 300 
students. 


88. ~ In Fort McMurray, the Multicultural Association, in co-operation with the local media, 
the business sector, schools and community groups, organized a number of activities to 
recognize Human Rights Day. These included: a presentation on the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights involving 150 students from three major Fort McMurray high schools; a 
luncheon with representatives of local businesses, institutions and community groups; and a 
forum on "Protection of Human Rights in the Workplace" held on local television station 
ABC TV10, which also set up a 24-hour question line from November 22 to December 10 to 
encourage community input. The City of Fort McMurray also proclaimed December 10 as 
Human Rights Day. 


89. The Grande Prairie and District Multicultural Association organized the following 
activities to commemorate Human Rights Day: an interview with the Grande Prairie Daily 
Herald Tribune, with the participation of the Canadian Paraplegic Association, Grande 
Prairie, to discuss human rights issues with a focus on employment for immigrants and for 
persons with disabilities; the delivery of the message of Human Rights Day to students in a 
number of social studies classes in Grande Prairie schools; and a group session for 15 
immigrant youths, as part of the Integration night, on the significant role of Human Rights 
Day in their integration process. 
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10. BRITISH COLUMBIA 


90. December 10 was proclaimed Human Rights Day in British Columbia. 


91. In Vancouver, on December 10, young people from across British Columbia received 
awards from the Minister responsible for Multiculturalism and Human Rights, at a special 
Human Rights Day celebration. More than 600 students participated, and student groups 
contributed over 100 separate entries on the theme of Human Rights and the Family to the 
ninth annual Visual and Language Arts Project, sponsored by the British Columbia Council 
of Human Rights. The projects ranged from essays to posters and three-dimensional works. 


92. Awards for projects in primary and intermediate categories were given to student 
groups from Muriel Mould Primary School, Burns Lake; Dasmesh Punjabi School, 
Abbotsford (separate awards in two grade-level categories); Cambie Secondary School, 
Richmond; and Tumbler Ridge Secondary School. Aimes Gomez, of Windermere Secondary 
School in Vancouver received an individual award in the senior category. All the 
participants in the project received a special certificate of recognition from the British 
Columbia Council of Human Rights. 


93. The award-winning projects were on display for one month at the South Slope Family 
Unit of the YMCA where the event was held, and, in Victoria in June 1994, at the 
International Conference on the Rights of the Child. 


94. The British Columbia Human Rights Coalition held its annual open house on 
December 10 to mark Human Rights Day. On that occasion, the Coalition and the 
Vancouver Branch of the United Nations Association announced the posthumous awarding of 
the Renate Shearer Human Rights Award to the late Jon Gates, for his dedication to human 
rights action in British Columbia and internationally. Mr. Gates was a pioneer in the 
struggle for AIDS prevention and human rights. He had been Executive Director of the 
United Nations Association, Vancouver Branch, from 1985 to 1989 and co-ordinator of the 
Inter-Agency Coalition on AIDS and Development of the Canadian Council for International 
Co-operation, from 1990 to his death in December 1992. 


95. The Committee for Racial Justice organized an event at Holy Rosary Cathedral in 
Vancouver, which was attended by approximately 200 people representing ethno-cultural 
communities, the police, the Board of Trade, political parties, government organizations, 
women’s groups, the media and religious organizations. 


96. In Victoria, the Canadian Human Rights Commission and the British Columbia 
Council of Human Rights organized a meeting with community groups to recognize Human 
Rights Day. The Commission also organized a human rights seminar for managers in the 
federal public service and federally regulated agencies. 
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III ACTIVITIES CARRIED OUT IN THE TERRITORIES 
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1. NORTHWEST TERRITORIES 


97. The Canadian Human Rights Commission distributed articles to the press throughout 
the Northwest Territories to draw attention to Human Rights Day. 


2. YUKON 


98. At the request of the Yukon Human Rights Commission, the Commissioner of the 
Yukon issued a Human Rights Day Proclamation, which was published in the Whitehorse 
press. 


99. The Commission facilitated presentations on the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, which were made to students in grades 10 to 12 at F.H. Collins High School. 


100. Jack Hulland School held a special assembly of some 120 students and staff. Students 
presented songs, skits and poems on their perceptions of human rights. Presentations also 
included a comparison of black and white education in South Africa, and information about 
the Yukon Human Rights Commission. 


101. The Yukon Human Rights Commission introduced an annual December 10 award, to 
recognize valuable service to the community. The 1993 recipient of the $500 award was the 
Skookum Jim Friendship Centre, which consistently maintains its goals and aspirations 
respecting the social and cultural rights of Indigenous peoples. 


102. The Commission issued a press release to the media and sent information packages to 
churches of all denominations and to schools throughout the Yukon territory. 


103. Members of the Commission participated in a CBC Noon "talk back" radio show 
which addressed the objects of the Human Rights Act and a historical perspective on the 
evolution of human rights legislation. 


104. On December 9, members of the Commission appeared as witnesses before the Yukon 
Legislative Assembly. The witnesses responded to questions from the members relevant to 
the state of race relations within the Yukon. The Minister of Justice opened the debate with 
a ministerial address on Human Rights Day. 


105. On December 15, the Yukon Arts Centre presented three National Film Board films to 
an audience of approximately 75. The films were: "A Song for Tibet"; "Minoru: Memory 
of Exile"; and "Every Child". On that occasion, the Director of the Human Rights 
Commission spoke briefly on Human Rights Day and responded to questions from the 
audience. 
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